Application No. 10 761,713 

Amendment After Final dated December 27, 2007 

Reply to Final Office Action mailed August 1. 2007 

AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

The listing of claims will replace all prior versions and listings of claims in the 
application: 

Listing of Claims: 

1-5 (Canceled) 

6. (Currently Amended) A punching apparatus comprising: , comprising: 

a base for placing thereon at least a portion of an object to be punched; 

a punching structure mounted over said the base^ capabl e of digging into said 
obj e ct to cr e at e at l e ast on e hol e ; 

a transmitting shaft coupled to said the punching structure , the transmitting shaft 
being rotatable to move the punching structure to and from a punching position, the 
transmitting shaft including a first end and a second end, the first end including a 
polygonal portion, the second end including a polygonal portion; and capabl e of b e ing 
rotat e d to actuat e said punching structur e b e tw ee n a punching position and a r e l e asing 
position in r e spons e to first and s e cond ext e rnal forc e s, r e sp e ctiv e ly; 

a handle member sized and configured to be connected to the first end of the 
transmitting shaft, the handle member being sized and configured to be connected to the 
second end of the transmitting shaft, the handle member including a polygonal portion; 
attachabl e to and d e tachabl e from a first e nd and a s e cond e nd of said transmitting shaft, 
and capabl e of transmitting said punching structur e to mov e b e tw ee n said punching 
position and said r e l e asing position in r e spons e to said first and said s e cond e xt e rnal 
forc e s e x e rt e d th e r e on, r e sp e ctiv e ly; 

a first positioning pin sized and configured to penetrate capabl e of p e n e trating a 
hole on said the handle member and a hole on said the transmitting shafts in ord e r to 
s e cur e said handl e m e mb e r to a sel e ct e d on e of said first e nd and said s e cond e nd of said 
transmitting shaft; 

a stopper sized and configured to be connected to the first end of the transmitting 
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shaft, the stopper being sized and configured to be connected to the second end of the 
transmitting shaft, the stopper including a polygonal portion; and attachabl e to and 
d e tachabl e from said first e nd and said s e cond e nd of said transmitting shaft capabl e of 
pr e v e nting said transmitting shaft from b e ing dislocat e d, th e stopp e r not having a 
handl e , and 

a second positioning pin sized and configured to penetrate capabl e of p e n e trating 
a hole on said the stopper and a hole on said the transmitting shaft; in ord e r to s e cur e 
said stopp e r to a s e l e ct e d on e of said first e nd and said s e cond e nd of said transmitting 

wh e r e in said stopp e r and said handl e m e mb e r ar e capabl e of b e ing e xchang e ably 
dispos e d at said first and said s e cond e nds of said transmitting shaft. 

wherein, when the handle member is connected to the first end of the transmitting 
shaft, the polygonal portion of the handle member is positioned to engage the polygonal 
portion of the first end of the transmitting shaft; 

wherein, when the handle member is connected to the second end of the 
transmitting shaft, the polygonal portion of the handle member is positioned to engage 
the polygonal portion of the second end of the transmitting shaft; 

wherein, when the stopper is connected to the first end of the transmitting shaft, 
the polygonal portion of the stopper abuts the polygonal portion of the first end of the 
transmitting shaft; and 

wherein, when the stopper is connected to the second end of the transmitting 
shaft, the polygonal portion of the stopper abuts the polygonal portion of the second end 
of the transmitting shaft. 

7-10 (Canceled) 

1 1 . (Currently Amended) The punching apparatus as in according to claim 6 X 
wherein said the first and said the second ends of said the transmitting shaft are hexagonal posts, 
and said the handle member and said the stopper have respective hollow hexagonal portions 
sized and configured to interchangeably receive either of the e nds for e ngaging with said first 
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and said second hexagonal posts. 
12-13 (Canceled) 

14. (Currently Amended) The punching apparatus as in according to claim 6, 
wherein said the object is at least one sheet of paper, a stack of pap e r sh ee ts. 

15-30. (Canceled) 
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Please add the following new claims: 

3 1 . (New) A punching system comprising: 
a base comprising: 

a first side portion; 

an opposing second side portion; 

a lower portion sized and configured to abut a support surface; and 

an upper portion sized and configured to support at least a portion of an 

object to be punched; 

a hole punch; 

a shaft connected to the hole punch, the shaft being rotatable to move the 
hole punch to and from a punching position, the shaft comprising: 

a first attachment portion including a non-circular portion; and 
a second attachment portion including a non-circular portion; and 

a first handle member including an attachment portion sized and configured to be 
interchangeably connected to the first and second attachment portions of the shaft, the 
attachment portion of the first handle member including a non-circular portion; 

wherein, when the attachment portion of the first handle member is connected to 
the first attachment portion of the shaft, the non-circular portion of the attachment 
portion of the first handle member is positioned to engage the non-circular portion of the 
first attachment portion of the shaft; 

wherein, when the attachment portion of the first handle member is connected to 
the first attachment portion of the shaft, the first handle member is positioned proximate 
the first side portion of the base and away from the second side portion of the base; 

wherein, when the attachment portion of the first handle member is connected to 
the second attachment portion of the shaft, the non-circular portion of the attachment 
portion of the first handle member is positioned to engage the non-circular portion of the 
second attachment portion of the shaft; and 

wherein, when the attachment portion of the first handle member is connected to 
the second attachment portion of the shaft, the first handle member is positioned 
proximate the second side portion of the base and away from the first side portion of the 
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base. 

32. (New) The punching system as in claim 31, wherein the non-circular portion of 
the first attachment portion of the shaft comprises a polygonal portion; wherein the non-circular 
portion of the second attachment portion of the shaft comprises a polygonal portion; and wherein 
the non-circular portion of the attachment portion of the first handle member comprises a 
polygonal portion. 

33. (New) The punching system as in claim 31, wherein the non-circular portion of 
the first attachment portion of the shaft comprises a hexagonal portion; wherein the non-circular 
portion of the second attachment portion of the shaft comprises a hexagonal portion; and wherein 
the non-circular portion of the attachment portion of the first handle member comprises a 
hexagonal portion. 

34. (New) The punching system as in claim 31, wherein the non-circular portion of 
the first attachment portion of the shaft comprises a non-circular post; wherein the non-circular 
portion of the second attachment portion of the shaft comprises a non-circular post; and wherein 
the non-circular portion of the attachment portion of the first handle member comprises a non- 
circular recess. 

35. (New) The punching system as in claim 34, wherein the non-circular post of the 
first attachment portion of the shaft comprises a polygonal post; wherein the non-circular post of 
the second attachment portion of the shaft comprises a polygonal post; and wherein the non- 
circular recess of the attachment portion of the first handle member comprises a polygonal 
recess. 

36. (New) The punching system as in claim 34, wherein the non-circular post of the 
first attachment portion of the shaft comprises a hexagonal post; wherein the non-circular post of 
the second attachment portion of the shaft comprises a hexagonal post; and wherein the non- 
circular recess of the attachment portion of the first handle member comprises a hexagonal 
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recess. 

37. (New) The punching system as in claim 31, further comprising: 

a stopper including an attachment portion sized and configured to be 
interchangeably connected to the first and second attachment portions of the shaft, the 
attachment portion of the stopper including a non-circular portion; 

wherein, when the attachment portion of the stopper is connected to the first 
attachment portion of the shaft, the non-circular portion of the attachment portion of the 
stopper abuts the non-circular portion of the first attachment portion of the shaft; 

wherein, when the attachment portion of the stopper is connected to the first 
attachment portion of the shaft, the stopper is positioned proximate the first side portion 
of the base and away from the second side portion of the base; 

wherein, when the attachment portion of the stopper is connected to the first 
attachment portion of the shaft, the non-circular portion of the attachment portion of the 
stopper abuts the non-circular portion of the first attachment portion of the shaft; and 

wherein, when the attachment portion of the stopper is connected to the first 
attachment portion of the shaft, the stopper is positioned proximate the first side portion 
of the base and away from the second side portion of the base. 

38. (New) The punching system as in claim 37, wherein the non-circular portion of 
the first attachment portion of the shaft comprises a polygonal portion; wherein the non-circular 
portion of the second attachment portion of the shaft comprises a polygonal portion; wherein the 
non-circular portion of the attachment portion of the first handle member comprises a polygonal 
portion; wherein the non-circular portion of the attachment portion of the first handle member 
comprises a polygonal portion; and wherein the non-circular portion of the attachment portion of 
the stopper comprises a polygonal portion. 

39. (New) The punching system as in claim 37, wherein the non-circular portion of 
the first attachment portion of the shaft comprises a hexagonal portion; wherein the non-circular 
portion of the second attachment portion of the shaft comprises a hexagonal portion; wherein the 
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non-circular portion of the attachment portion of the first handle member comprises a hexagonal 
portion; and wherein the non-circular portion of the attachment portion of the stopper comprises 
a hexagonal portion. 

40. (New) The punching system as in claim 37, wherein the non-circular portion of 
the first attachment portion of the shaft comprises a non-circular post; wherein the non-circular 
portion of the second attachment portion of the shaft comprises a non-circular post; wherein the 
non-circular portion of the attachment portion of the first handle member comprises a non- 
circular recess; and wherein the non-circular portion of the attachment portion of the stopper 
comprises a non-circular recess. 

41. (New) The punching system as in claim 40, wherein the non-circular post of the 
first attachment portion of the shaft comprises a polygonal post; wherein the non-circular post of 
the second attachment portion of the shaft comprises a polygonal post; wherein the non-circular 
recess of the attachment portion of the first handle member comprises a polygonal recess; and 
wherein the non-circular recess of the attachment portion of the stopper comprises a polygonal 
recess. 

42. (New) The punching system as in claim 40, wherein the non-circular post of the 
first attachment portion of the shaft comprises a hexagonal post; wherein the non-circular post of 
the second attachment portion of the shaft comprises a hexagonal post; wherein the non-circular 
recess of the attachment portion of the first handle member comprises a hexagonal recess; and 
wherein the non-circular recess of the attachment portion of the stopper comprises a hexagonal 
recess. 

43. (Withdrawn) The punching system as in claim 31, further comprising: 

a second handle member including an attachment portion sized and configured to 
be interchangeably connected to the first and second attachment portions of the shaft, the 
attachment portion of the second handle member including a non-circular portion; 

wherein, when the attachment portion of the second handle member is connected 
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to the first attachment portion of the shaft, the non-circular portion of the attachment 
portion of the second handle member is positioned to engage the non-circular portion of 
the first attachment portion of the shaft; 

wherein, when the attachment portion of the second handle member is connected 
to the first attachment portion of the shaft, the second handle member is positioned 
proximate the first side portion of the base and away from the second side portion of the 
base; 

wherein, when the attachment portion of the second handle member is connected 
to the second attachment portion of the shaft, the non-circular portion of the attachment 
portion of the second handle member is positioned to engage the non-circular portion of 
the second attachment portion of the shaft; and 

wherein, when the attachment portion of the second handle member is connected 
to the second attachment portion of the shaft, the second handle member is positioned 
proximate the second side portion of the base and away from the first side portion of the 
base. 

44. (Withdrawn) The punching system as in claim 31, wherein the non-circular 
portion of the first attachment portion of the shaft comprises a non-circular recess; wherein the 
non-circular portion of the second attachment portion of the shaft comprises a non-circular 
recess; and wherein the non-circular portion of the attachment portion of the first handle member 
comprises a non-circular post. 
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45. (New) A punching system comprising: 
a base comprising: 

a first side portion; 

an opposing second side portion; 

a lower portion sized and configured to abut a support surface; and 

an upper portion sized and configured to support at least a portion of an 

object to be punched; 

a hole punch; 

a shaft connected to the hole punch, the shaft being rotatable to move the 
hole punch to and from a punching position, the shaft comprising: 

a first attachment portion disposed proximate the first side portion of the 

base and away from the second side portion of the base; and 

a second attachment portion disposed proximate the second side portion of 

the base and away from the first side portion of the base; and 

a first handle member including an attachment portion sized and configured to be 
interchangeably connected to the first and second attachment portions of the shaft; 

wherein, when the attachment portion of the first handle member is connected to 
the first attachment portion of the shaft, the attachment portion of the first handle 
member is positioned to engage the first attachment portion of the shaft; and 

wherein, when the attachment portion of the first handle member is connected to 
the second attachment portion of the shaft, the attachment portion of the first handle 
member is positioned to engage the second attachment portion of the shaft. 

46. (New) The punching system as in claim 45, further comprising: 

a stopper including an attachment portion sized and configured to be 
interchangeably connected to the first and second attachment portions of the shaft; 

wherein, when the attachment portion of the stopper is connected to the first 
attachment portion of the shaft, the attachment portion of the stopper abuts the first 
attachment portion of the shaft; and 

wherein, when the attachment portion of the stopper is connected to the second 
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attachment portion of the shaft, the attachment portion of the stopper abuts the second 
attachment portion of the shaft. 

47. (New) The punching system as in claim 45, wherein the first attachment portion 
of the shaft comprises a non-circular post; wherein the second attachment portion of the shaft 
comprises a non-circular post; and wherein the attachment portion of the first handle member 
comprises a non-circular recess. 
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